
For girls as young as 11, several councils with support from GSUSA1 provide "The Eloquent Women: 13 
famous human rights speeches by women" via social media to assist girls in gaining proficiency in 
advocacy.  Selections2 highlighted  include Planned Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger's  speech on 
women's rights to birth control;  Betty Friedan's final speech as president of NOW, an organization 
dedicated to preserving and expanding abortion rights; and several speeches centered on sexuality  that 
are inappropriate resources for girls, one of which recommends the use of profanities3  as an effective 
public speaking tool. Along with GSUSA, the following councils promote this resource: 

 Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana Michiana4 

 Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago/NW Illinois5 

 Girl Scouts of Northeastern New York6 

 Girl Scouts of NE Kansas/NW Missouri7 

 Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey8 

 Girl Scouts of the Green and White Mountains9 
The resource was also recommended by Girl Scouts USA10 

 
 

cited references documenting above footnotes begin on the following page 
all screenshots provided were taken on February 19, 2013 

 
 
1http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2014/feb/13/american-life-league/cookie-hawking-girl-

scouts-not-teaching-girls-emul/ 

In February 2014, when GSUSA spokesperson Kelli Parisi was questioned by Politifacts about the 

promotion the of Eloquent Women resource, Parisi acknowledged and supported Girl Scouts’ 

recommendation of Margaret Sanger’s speech about birth control to girls as young as 11 years old, 

stating that the Girl Scout recommended list of speeches “doesn’t promote Sanger alone.” 

 

  

http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2014/feb/13/american-life-league/cookie-hawking-girl-scouts-not-teaching-girls-emul/
http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2014/feb/13/american-life-league/cookie-hawking-girl-scouts-not-teaching-girls-emul/


2http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/13-famous-human-rights-speeches-by.html 

The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women recommended by GSUSA and several Girl 
Scout councils contains concerning and inappropriate content for girls. 
 

 
  

http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/13-famous-human-rights-speeches-by.html


3http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.com/2012/12/famous-speech-friday-sally-field-at.html 
The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women recommended by GSUSA and 
several Girl Scout councils expands on several recommended speeches via live link to additional 
commentary and live video of the speech.  Eloquent Woman’s commentary for Sally Field’s speech 
discusses her use of profanity and explains to girls that Field uses “the f-word to underscore that being 
gay should be no big deal” and “If you're going to drop a profanity, know your audience and make it 
purposeful”. 
 

 
 

Live link to video of speech 
and additional comments 

 

 
  

http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.com/2012/12/famous-speech-friday-sally-field-at.html


4The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana Michiana   
see http://www.pinterest.com/gsnim/girl-scout-ambassadors/  

 
 
See also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/562035228467618710/ 
(http://www.girlscouts.org/who_we_are/facts/glossary/#c Cadettes are Girl Scouts in grades 6-8) 

  

http://www.pinterest.com/gsnim/girl-scout-ambassadors/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/562035228467618710/
http://www.girlscouts.org/who_we_are/facts/glossary/#c


5The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago/NW Illinois http://www.pinterest.com/gsgcnwi/girl-scout-ambassadors/  

 
 
See also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/242068548694140172/ 

 
  

http://www.pinterest.com/gsgcnwi/girl-scout-ambassadors/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/242068548694140172/


 
6The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts of Northeastern New York 
http://www.pinterest.com/gsneny/girl-scout-ambassadors/ 

 
 
See also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/333688653610951495/ 

 
 

http://www.pinterest.com/gsneny/girl-scout-ambassadors/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/333688653610951495/


7The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts of NE Kansas/NW Missouri 
http://www.pinterest.com/gprograms/your-voice-your-world/ 

 

See also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/481814860105125596/ 

http://www.pinterest.com/gprograms/your-voice-your-world/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/481814860105125596/


8The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey http://www.pinterest.com/gsheartofnj/girl-scout-badge-activities/  

 

see also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/536561743075057103/ 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/gsheartofnj/girl-scout-badge-activities/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/536561743075057103/


9The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women is recommended and promoted by 
Girl Scouts of the Green and White Mountains 
http://www.pinterest.com/girlscoutsgwm/your-voice-your-world-the-power-of-advocacy/ 

 
 
see also http://www.pinterest.com/pin/188588303119781615/ 

 
  

http://www.pinterest.com/girlscoutsgwm/your-voice-your-world-the-power-of-advocacy/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/188588303119781615/


10 GSUSA also promoted this resource to young girls until this concern was exposed in the national media 
(OReilly Factor / Fox News Network / February 18, 2014)  
The recommendation was removed on February 20, 2014. See screenshots below of GSUSA’s official 
Pinterest page promoting this to young Cadette girl scouts: 
http://www.pinterest.com/gsusa/girl-scout-ambassadors/ GSUSA official Pinterest social media page 

recommends The Eloquent Woman: 13 famous human rights speeches by women -- share this with Ambassadors 
doing the Your Voice, Your World program and Cadettes earning their Public Speaker badge.  

  
 
 

 

Suzanne Harper, who posted this resource to the 
official GSUSA Pinterest account, is GSUSA’s Chief 
Girl Experience Innovator 
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/suzanne-harper/5/791/529 

http://www.pinterest.com/gsusa/girl-scout-ambassadors/
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/suzanne-harper/5/791/529

