
Pro-Life Concerns: Girl Scouts Louisiana East, Girl Scouts USA, WAGGGS 
 

Significant pro-life concerns exist about the Girl Scouts at all levels of the organization: local (Girl Scouts 
Louisiana East ς GSLE), national (Girl Scouts USA ς GSUSA) and international (World Association of Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts ς WAGGGS). GSLE, GSUSA and WAGGGS each collaborate with, support and promote 
organizations and individuals that advocate for abortion rights for all women, including adolescent girls.   
 

Far from being an autonomous entity, GSLE is inextricably intertwined with and supports GSUSA and WAGGGS. 
For example: 

¶ Girls of GSLE are counted in GSUSA1 and WAGGGS2 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻǘŀƭǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
triggers financial contributions to GSUSA3 and WAGGGS4.   

¶ GSUSAΩǎ official curriculum and WAGGGS confirm5 that members of GSUSA are also members of WAGGGS. 

¶ All girls who purchase uniforms, curriculum books and other Girl Scout materials provide additional 
funding to GSUSA through licensing fees6 attached to all trademarked products.   

¶ Girls also fund GSLE and GSUSA activities with money raised through Girl Scout cookies sales. While the 
Girl Scouts claim that all cookie revenues stay within the local council, it is important to note that GSUSA 
receives millions of dollars every year from the licensing fees6 that are part of the cookie production 
costs7. 

 

GSUSA is the largest member organization8 of WAGGGS, providing 2.8 million1 ƻŦ ²!DDD{Ω 10 million2 members 
and paying approximately 1.5 million dollars annually to WAGGGS based on the number of registered GSUSA 
members4.  Through its resources9, non-formal education programs10 and participation in international 
seminars, events and United Nations conferences11, WAGGGS promotes, specifically on behalf of its 10 million 
members12, youth sexual and reproductive/abortion rights13. According to GSUSA14, the WAGGGS UN (United 
Nations) team in New York works closely with GSUSA. 
 
²!DDD{Ω ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻ-life and pro-family 
values has recently intensified: 
 

¶ WAGGGS is currently involved in shaping the United Nation's Post-нлмр !ƎŜƴŘŀΦ ²!DDD{Ω Ǉolicy paper, 
The World We Want for Girls beyond 2015, states15 ǘƘŀǘ ά!ƴȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ-2015 
development agenda should include the specific needs of girls and young women with a particular 
emphasis on delivering confidential and non-judgemental sexual and reproductive health information and 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦέ ²!DDD{ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ16 in this effort, including a GSUSA member, list their focus and 
involvement in promoting sexual and reproductive rights in their biographies and goals. 

¶ In May 2014, WAGGGS participated in the 2014 World Conference on Youth.  The delegation of 10 
representatives included 2 GSUSA members17 and WAGGGS' Senior Advocacy Coordinator, who was part 
of the International Youth Task Force18 advising on the content and policy for the Conference. The 
outcome statement19 for the conference, shared on WAGGGS' website, demands "universal access to 
sexual and reproductive health services and information" and "comprehensive sex education based on full 
and accurate information for all adolescents and youth." 

¶ In March 2014, WAGGGS and the World YWCA co-hosted20 ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŀǳŎǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
by a WAGGGS delegate, demands21 άuniversal access to health services which are non-judgemental, 
confidential and evidence-based, including sexual and reproductive health and ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦέ 

¶ In May 2013, a WAGGGS youth delegation22 attended a conference hosted by Women Deliver, a global 
advocacy organization which promotes23 investment in comprehensive reproductive health, specifically 
abortion and contraception access. This Women Deliver Conference featured presentations/events by 
WAGGGS (in partnership with Planned Parenthood Federation of America)24; prominent late term 
abortionist Leroy Carhart25; infanticide advocate Peter Singer26; Planned Parenthood CEO Cecile Richards27 
and other abortion rights advocates28. WAGGGS, in the name of its 10 million members, served on the 
Youth Advisory Group for the Women Deliver Conference along with International Planned Parenthood 
Federation and Planned Parenthood Global (PPFA Global)29. 

¶ WAGGGS, along with IPPF and other pro-abortion groups, was a member of the steering committee30 for 
the December 2012 ICPD Global Youth Forum, where WAGGGS delegates were key players31 in 
ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƭƛ ¸ƻǳǘƘ CƻǊǳƳ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ,έ32 which demands unrestricted access to abortion33, 



ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ άŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜέ34 and the decriminalization of sex 
work35.  WAGGGS actively promotes the Bali Youth Forum Declaration, instructs32 ƎƛǊƭǎ ǘƻ άǊŜŀŘΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜέ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ36   

 
As required by WAGGGSΩ ōȅƭŀǿǎ37, GSUSA promotes38 ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 5ŀȅΣ ²!DDD{Ω Ƴŀƛƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ39, every 
year on February 22.   World Thinking Day 2015 focuses on educating girl members on the WAGGGS 
organization and the UN Millennium Development Goals, including40 άimproving maternal health through family 
planning methods.έ In conjunction with World Thinking Day, GSUSA41 and GSLE42 encourage individual girls and 
troop leaders to contribute to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund which in turn funds WAGGGS43. GSLE also 
connects girls to WAGGGS in the following ways:  

¶ promotes the WAGGGS organization as well as recommends ²!DDD{Ω ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ9,10,15,19,32 website 
through the official Girl Scout curriculum44,45,46 and through GSLE47 on-line resources.  

¶ promotes48 World Thinking Day, ²!DDD{Ω main fundraiser39. 

¶ recommends travel to the WAGGGS World Centers49 where girls have access to WAGGGS' workshops and 
training50 on global topics such as leadership and advocacy. 

  
GSUSA partners with and maintains membership in other problematic groups: 

¶ GSUSA continues it membership51, alongside the International Planned Parenthood Federation, in the 
/ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ DƛǊƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŎŀǊŜέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ52. 

¶ GSUSA is a member organization of re:gender53 (formerly known as the National Council for Research on 
Women) which supports abortion rights54 and comprehensive sex ed55.    

¶ GSUSA maintains membership in the National Collaboration for Youth, an organization that promotes 
comprehensive sexuality education, opposes abstinence-only education and seeks to ensure access to 
contraception for all, regardless of age56.  
 

DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ D{¦{!Ωǎ нлмн ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ D{¦{!Ωǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ōƻƻƪ 
series, the curriculum used, promoted and sold by GSLE, recommends and features many well known abortion 
rights advocates like Gloria Steinem57, Betty Friedan58 Geraldine Ferraro59 and Dolores Huerta60, and 
organizations that publicly support abortion rights such as Amnesty International61, the Population Council62, 
ACLU63 and the Sierra Club64. In addition, the Journey books remind girls that they are counted among WAGGGSΩ 
10 million members44,45, highlight World Thinking Day46 and encourage girls to visit wagggs.org44,45 which 
endorses reproductive and sexual rights for youth9,12,16,22,32 and comprehensive sex-ed9,15,32. 
  
Girl ScoutsΩ official social media accounts and on-line resources contain concerning content including:  

¶ GSUSA promoting pro-abortion politicians and activists, such as Nancy Pelosi, Betty Friedan, Michelle 
Obama, Hillary Clinton, and Geraldine Ferraro, tƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƛǊƭ {ŎƻǳǘǎΩ άInspiring Women Timelineέ65 for girls. 
GSUSA's honoring65 of Congresswoman Barbara Lee, who works "to protect and help the most 
vulnerable," and Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who is "[C]onsidered by many as a 'Voice of Reason' 
in the halls of Congress."  Both Congresswomen have 100% NARAL ratings for their unwavering support of 
abortion legislation, including partial-birth abortions. 

¶ GSUSA promoting67 IǳŦŦƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ D{¦{!Ωǎ άtƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƛƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴ article 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ bŀƴŎȅ tŜƭƻǎƛ ŀƴŘ άǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ .ŀǊbara Mikulski. Of the 
congresswomen presented to girls in this new GSUSA series, less than one-quarter68 defend life from the 
moment of conception. 

¶ GSUSA highlighting69 seven women of "courage, confidence and character" including HHS Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius for her ferocious defense of Obamacare in 2013.  

¶ GSUSA featuring70 ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ нлмоΩǎ Women of the Year including late term abortion rights 
advocate Senator Wendy Davis.  

¶ GSUSA sharing71 10 Teenage Girls Who Have Changed the World, featuring the "infuriatingly eloquent and 
wise for her age" Tavi Gevison and Rookie, her popular online magazine aimed specifically at teenage girls, 
which contains extensive and explicit72 sexual content, promotes73 abortion rights and includes74 multiple 
articles that specifically ridicule or dismiss Catholic teachings/beliefs.   



¶ GSUSA75 repeatedly promoting the "MAKERS: Women Who Make America" documentary, and 
encouraging girls to view GSUSA CEO, Anna Maria Chávez, and the "other esteemed women who are 
being profiled" by linking directly to the documentary featuring  endorsements of sexual/abortion rights 
by Sister Theresa Kane76, pro-choice nun who confronted the Pope; Sarah Weddington77, Roe v. Wade 
attorney; Faye Wattleton78, Planned Parenthood of America; Ruth Westheimer79, sex therapist; Amy 
Richards80Σ ǿƘƻǎŜ ά{ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ a!Y9w{ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǘǎΤ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
other concerning contributors.  
 

In an effort to reverse the sharp decline in Girl Scout membership81 over the last several years, Girl Scouts has 
recently launched aggressive membership and funding campaigns.  As families and clergy consider their 
participation, shouldn't they be aware of these documented and verifiable concerns, up front, enabling them to 
make fully informed decisions? 

MGSC July 2015 
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