Pro-Life Concerns: Girl Scouts Louisiana East, Girl Scouts USA, WAGGGS
Significant pro-life concerns exist about the Girl Scouts at all levels of the organization: local (Girl Scouts
Louisiana East – GSLE), national (Girl Scouts USA – GSUSA) and international (World Association of Girl Guides
and Girl Scouts – WAGGGS). GSLE, GSUSA and WAGGGS each collaborate with, support and promote
organizations and individuals that advocate for abortion rights for all women, including adolescent girls.
Far from being an autonomous entity, GSLE is inextricably intertwined with and supports GSUSA and WAGGGS.
For example:
 Girls of GSLE are counted in GSUSA1 and WAGGGS2 membership totals. Each individual girl’s membership
triggers financial contributions to GSUSA3 and WAGGGS4.
 GSUSA’s official curriculum and WAGGGS confirm5 that members of GSUSA are also members of WAGGGS.
 All girls who purchase uniforms, curriculum books and other Girl Scout materials provide additional
funding to GSUSA through licensing fees6 attached to all trademarked products.
 Girls also fund GSLE and GSUSA activities with money raised through Girl Scout cookies sales. While the
Girl Scouts claim that all cookie revenues stay within the local council, it is important to note that GSUSA
receives millions of dollars every year from the licensing fees6 that are part of the cookie production
costs7.
GSUSA is the largest member organization8 of WAGGGS, providing 2.8 million1 of WAGGGS’ 10 million2 members
and paying approximately 1.5 million dollars annually to WAGGGS based on the number of registered GSUSA
members4. Through its resources9, non-formal education programs10 and participation in international
seminars, events and United Nations conferences11, WAGGGS promotes, specifically on behalf of its 10 million
members12, youth sexual and reproductive/abortion rights13. According to GSUSA14, the WAGGGS UN (United
Nations) team in New York works closely with GSUSA.
WAGGGS’ advocacy for sexual and abortion rights and other issues that conflict with pro-life and pro-family
values has recently intensified:










WAGGGS is currently involved in shaping the United Nation's Post-2015 Agenda. WAGGGS’ policy paper,
The World We Want for Girls beyond 2015, states15 that “Any goal on health in the Post-2015
development agenda should include the specific needs of girls and young women with a particular
emphasis on delivering confidential and non-judgemental sexual and reproductive health information and
services to all.” WAGGGS representatives16 in this effort, including a GSUSA member, list their focus and
involvement in promoting sexual and reproductive rights in their biographies and goals.
In May 2014, WAGGGS participated in the 2014 World Conference on Youth. The delegation of 10
representatives included 2 GSUSA members17 and WAGGGS' Senior Advocacy Coordinator, who was part
of the International Youth Task Force18 advising on the content and policy for the Conference. The
outcome statement19 for the conference, shared on WAGGGS' website, demands "universal access to
sexual and reproductive health services and information" and "comprehensive sex education based on full
and accurate information for all adolescents and youth."
In March 2014, WAGGGS and the World YWCA co-hosted20 the Young Women’s Caucus at the United
Nations’ Commission on the Status of Women. The resulting statement, presented to the United Nations
by a WAGGGS delegate, demands21 “universal access to health services which are non-judgemental,
confidential and evidence-based, including sexual and reproductive health and rights.”
In May 2013, a WAGGGS youth delegation22 attended a conference hosted by Women Deliver, a global
advocacy organization which promotes23 investment in comprehensive reproductive health, specifically
abortion and contraception access. This Women Deliver Conference featured presentations/events by
WAGGGS (in partnership with Planned Parenthood Federation of America)24; prominent late term
abortionist Leroy Carhart25; infanticide advocate Peter Singer26; Planned Parenthood CEO Cecile Richards27
and other abortion rights advocates28. WAGGGS, in the name of its 10 million members, served on the
Youth Advisory Group for the Women Deliver Conference along with International Planned Parenthood
Federation and Planned Parenthood Global (PPFA Global)29.
WAGGGS, along with IPPF and other pro-abortion groups, was a member of the steering committee30 for
the December 2012 ICPD Global Youth Forum, where WAGGGS delegates were key players 31 in
formulating the “Bali Youth Forum Declaration,”32 which demands unrestricted access to abortion33,

comprehensive sexuality education “free of religious intolerance”34 and the decriminalization of sex
work35. WAGGGS actively promotes the Bali Youth Forum Declaration, instructs32 girls to “read, share and
disseminate” this document and will work to make its recommendations a global reality. 36
As required by WAGGGS’ bylaws37, GSUSA promotes38 World Thinking Day, WAGGGS’ main fundraiser39, every
year on February 22. World Thinking Day 2015 focuses on educating girl members on the WAGGGS
organization and the UN Millennium Development Goals, including 40 “improving maternal health through family
planning methods.” In conjunction with World Thinking Day, GSUSA41 and GSLE42 encourage individual girls and
troop leaders to contribute to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund which in turn funds WAGGGS43. GSLE also
connects girls to WAGGGS in the following ways:
 promotes the WAGGGS organization as well as recommends WAGGGS’ concerning9,10,15,19,32 website
through the official Girl Scout curriculum44,45,46 and through GSLE47 on-line resources.
 promotes48 World Thinking Day, WAGGGS’ main fundraiser39.
 recommends travel to the WAGGGS World Centers49 where girls have access to WAGGGS' workshops and
training50 on global topics such as leadership and advocacy.
GSUSA partners with and maintains membership in other problematic groups:
 GSUSA continues it membership51, alongside the International Planned Parenthood Federation, in the
Coalition for Adolescent Girls, which includes “abortion-related care” among its goals52.
 GSUSA is a member organization of re:gender53 (formerly known as the National Council for Research on
Women) which supports abortion rights54 and comprehensive sex ed55.
 GSUSA maintains membership in the National Collaboration for Youth, an organization that promotes
comprehensive sexuality education, opposes abstinence-only education and seeks to ensure access to
contraception for all, regardless of age56.
Girl Scout materials remain a concern, even after GSUSA’s 2012 curriculum revisions. GSUSA’s Journey book
series, the curriculum used, promoted and sold by GSLE, recommends and features many well known abortion
rights advocates like Gloria Steinem57, Betty Friedan58 Geraldine Ferraro59 and Dolores Huerta60, and
organizations that publicly support abortion rights such as Amnesty International61, the Population Council62,
ACLU63 and the Sierra Club64. In addition, the Journey books remind girls that they are counted among WAGGGS’
10 million members44,45, highlight World Thinking Day46 and encourage girls to visit wagggs.org44,45 which
endorses reproductive and sexual rights for youth9,12,16,22,32 and comprehensive sex-ed9,15,32.
Girl Scouts’ official social media accounts and on-line resources contain concerning content including:
 GSUSA promoting pro-abortion politicians and activists, such as Nancy Pelosi, Betty Friedan, Michelle
Obama, Hillary Clinton, and Geraldine Ferraro, through Girl Scouts’ “Inspiring Women Timeline”65 for girls.
GSUSA's honoring65 of Congresswoman Barbara Lee, who works "to protect and help the most
vulnerable," and Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who is "[C]onsidered by many as a 'Voice of Reason'
in the halls of Congress." Both Congresswomen have 100% NARAL ratings for their unwavering support of
abortion legislation, including partial-birth abortions.
 GSUSA promoting67 Huffington Post’s announcement of GSUSA’s “Portraits in Leadership” series, an article
that highlights Nancy Pelosi and “strong supporter of women’s rights” Barbara Mikulski. Of the
congresswomen presented to girls in this new GSUSA series, less than one-quarter68 defend life from the
moment of conception.
 GSUSA highlighting69 seven women of "courage, confidence and character" including HHS Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius for her ferocious defense of Obamacare in 2013.
 GSUSA featuring70 recommendations for 2013’s Women of the Year including late term abortion rights
advocate Senator Wendy Davis.
 GSUSA sharing71 10 Teenage Girls Who Have Changed the World, featuring the "infuriatingly eloquent and
wise for her age" Tavi Gevison and Rookie, her popular online magazine aimed specifically at teenage girls,
which contains extensive and explicit72 sexual content, promotes73 abortion rights and includes74 multiple
articles that specifically ridicule or dismiss Catholic teachings/beliefs.



GSUSA75 repeatedly promoting the "MAKERS: Women Who Make America" documentary, and
encouraging girls to view GSUSA CEO, Anna Maria Chávez, and the "other esteemed women who are
being profiled" by linking directly to the documentary featuring endorsements of sexual/abortion rights
by Sister Theresa Kane76, pro-choice nun who confronted the Pope; Sarah Weddington77, Roe v. Wade
attorney; Faye Wattleton78, Planned Parenthood of America; Ruth Westheimer79, sex therapist; Amy
Richards80, whose “Selective Reduction” MAKERS story details aborting two of her three triplets; and many
other concerning contributors.

In an effort to reverse the sharp decline in Girl Scout membership81 over the last several years, Girl Scouts has
recently launched aggressive membership and funding campaigns. As families and clergy consider their
participation, shouldn't they be aware of these documented and verifiable concerns, up front, enabling them to
make fully informed decisions?
MGSC July 2015
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Betty Friedan: http://inspire.girlscouts.org/fbshare.php?ff=Betty&l=Friedan&i=http%3A%2F%2Fgirlscouts-timeline.s3.amazonaws.com%2FBettyFriedan_1904ed54ea52fd68.jpg&fb_action_ids=353165191479173&fb_action_types=og.likes&fb_source=timeline_og&action_object_map=%7B%223531
65191479173%22%3A10150964727240905%7D&action_type_map=%7B%22353165191479173%22%3A%22og.likes%22%7D&action_ref_map=%5B%5D

Michelle Obama: http://inspire.girlscouts.org/fbshare.php?ff=Michelle&l=Obama&i=http//girlscoutstimeline.s3.amazonaws.com/Obama_Michelle_1904ee8d0a8601e1.jpg

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Hillary Clinton: http://inspire.girlscouts.org/fbshare.php?ff=Hillary+Rodham&l=Clinton&i=http//girlscoutstimeline.s3.amazonaws.com/Clinton_Hillary_1904ee78a287e089.jpg

Geraldine Ferraro: http://inspire.girlscouts.org/fbshare.php?ff=Geraldine&l=Ferraro&i=http//girlscoutstimeline.s3.amazonaws.com/Ferraro_Geraldine_1904ee8d0a8601e1.jpg
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In February 2015, GSUSA honors Congresswoman Barbara Lee, telling girls that she is a “shining example of
leadership” and that she works “to protect and help the most vulnerable.” Barbara Lee is an ardent supporter of
abortion, and she is even in favor of partial birth abortion.
GSUSA’s honoring of Congresswoman Barbara Lee: http://blog.girlscouts.org/2015/02/honoringcongresswoman-barbara-lee.html and https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/567734726039851008
Barbara Lee has a 100% voting rating from National Abortion Rights Action League (NARAL) for supporting proabortion legislation including voting in favor of partial birth abortion:
http://www.ontheissues.org/CA/Barbara_Lee.htm
Recent video made by Barbara Lee in conjunction with a project by Advocates for Youth, aimed at removing
abortion stigma and keeping abortion safe, affordable and legal: http://vimeo.com/113707253
continued on next page

66

continued from previous page: In February 2015, GSUSA honors Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, telling
girls they "couldn't be prouder" of Girl Scout alumna Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who "makes the world
a better place through service," and that she is "[C]onsidered by many as a ‘Voice of Reason’ in the halls of
Congress, Sheila is dedicated to upholding the Constitutional rights of all people." Sheila Jackson Lee advocates
for abortion rights, including partial birth abortion.
GSUSA’s honoring of Sheila Jackson Lee: http://blog.girlscouts.org/2015/02/girl-scout-alumna-congresswomanshelia.html
Sheila Jackson Lee's 100% NARAL rating for supporting abortion legislation (including partial-birth abortion)
http://www.ontheissues.org/TX/Sheila_Jackson_Lee_Abortion.htm
Hear Sheila Jackson Lee attack the Texas sonogram law, dismissing the heartbeat heard on a sonogram as just a
"sound" as she defends abortion as a "necessary action."
http://www.sba-list.org/suzy-b-blog/sheila-jackson-lees-heart-less-floor-speech
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https://www.facebook.com/GirlScoutsUSA/posts/10155029463550393

Huffington Post article promoted by GSUSA features pro-abortion politicians Nancy Pelosi and Barbara Mikulski
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jill-s-tietjen/some-leaders-are-born-wom_b_6324284.html
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View GSUSA “Portraits in Leadership” initiative at this link:
http://www.girlscouts.org/who_we_are/advocacy/portraits_in_leadership.asp Of the Congresswomen
promoted by GSUSA in this initiative, less than one-quarter defend life from the moment of conception.
GSUSA Portraits of Leadership Congresswomen - Position on Life issues (as of January 22, 2015)
*pro-life 5
+mixed 2
pro-abortion 15
Mikulski http://www.ontheissues.org/Social/Barbara_Mikulski_Abortion.htm
*Ayotte http://www.ontheissues.org/Senate/Kelly_Ayotte.htm
Bustos http://www.ontheissues.org/IL/Cheri_Bustos_Abortion.htm
Clark http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Katherine_Clark_Abortion.htm
Delbene http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Suzan_DelBene_Abortion.htm
Lee http://www.ontheissues.org/CA/Barbara_Lee.htm
Maloney http://www.ontheissues.org/NY/Carolyn_Maloney_Abortion.htm
*Noem http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Kristi_Noem_Abortion.htm
Pingree http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Chellie_Pingree.htm
Schakowsky http://www.ontheissues.org/IL/Jan_Schakowsky_Abortion.htm
*Walorski http://www.ontheissues.org/IN/Jackie_Walorski_Abortion.htm
Baldwin http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Tammy_Baldwin_Abortion.htm
+Moore Capito http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Shelley_Moore_Capito_Abortion.htm (Note: against
abortion, but supports embryonic stem cell research and access/funding contraception)
Collins http://www.ontheissues.org/Social/Susan_Collins_Abortion.htm
*Foxx http://www.ontheissues.org/NC/Virginia_Foxx_Abortion.htm
Grisham http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Michelle_Lujan-Grisham_Abortion.htm
*McMorris Rodgers http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Cathy_McMorris.htm
+Murkowski http://www.ontheissues.org/Social/Lisa_Murkowski_Abortion.htm (Note: against abortion, but
supports embryonic stem sell research and HHS funding to abortion providers)
Pelosi http://www.ontheissues.org/CA/Nancy_Pelosi_Abortion.htm
Sanchez http://www.ontheissues.org/CA/Loretta_Sanchez_Abortion.htm
Sinema http://www.ontheissues.org/House/Kyrsten_Sinema_Abortion.htm
Warren http://www.ontheissues.org/social/Elizabeth_Warren_Abortion.htm

GSUSA honors seven women of “character” who made a difference in 2013 including HHS Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius: https://www.facebook.com/GirlScoutsUSA/posts/10153703245700393
69

GSUSA recommends: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/she-the-people/wp/2013/12/30/seven-americanwomen-who-made-a-difference-in-2013/
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On December 18, 2013, Girl Scouts USA tweets: “Incredible Ladies Who Should Be Women of the Year for
2013” https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/413413863988539392

GSUSA links girls to: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/12/17/women-of-the-year-2013_n_4461327.html (see
article below and also minutemark :50 of the Girl Scout recommended video praising Sen. Wendy Davis)
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https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/403999583413358592

Links to

links to rookiemag.com
see footnotes 71-73
Additional GSUSA promotion of RookieMag.com: https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/416351469424492544
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http://rookiemag.com/2012/04/losing-i/ explicit sexual content in GSUSA promoted resource RookieMag.com

You could ask a million different people about what happened when they lost their virginity, and you’d probably get a million
different answers. At the most basic level, losing your virginity could be defined as “having sex for the first time.” Even this
definition isn’t that helpful though, because there are tons of different ways to have sex, and not everyone can engage in all
of them. Sure, your first time might include penis-in-vagina intercourse, but does that mean gay girls and boys never lose
their virginity? Do bisexuals lose it twice? How can you lose something that isn’t even tangible? Where does it go? And why
do we call doing something new “losing,” anyway?
What “counts” as losing your virginity?
To avoid having to answer a million questions, I prefer to regard “losing your virginity” as a choose-your-own-adventure.
Oral, anal, vaginal, manual, sex toy, something else? YOU PICK! When it comes to identifying as a virgin, only you can
decide what “counts.” Maybe you “lost your virginity” the first time you gave oral to your girlfriend. Maybe you it was the
first time your boyfriend fingered you. Maybe it was your first-time P in V. There is no wrong way to decide when you’ve lost
your virginity. It is an intangible characteristic that only you get to choose whether or not you identify with.
That said, maybe you think the whole concept of virginity is stupid. Who’s to say that you ever had one in the first place?
Who’s to say that you lost anything when you had sex for the first time? I prefer to think of first-time sexual encounters as
gaining a new experience, not losing something. Instead of thinking of things in terms of virginity, feel free to tell someone
that you gave oral sex for the first time, or that you haven’t tried vaginal intercourse yet. There is no wrong way to talk about
first-time sexual encounters, and anyone who tells you otherwise is likely just as clueless as the rest of us. (read entire article
at this link http://rookiemag.com/2012/04/losing-i/) RookieMag.com explicit sexual content continued on next page
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continued from previous page http://rookiemag.com/2013/10/the-sex-crylebration/ explicit sexual content

in GSUSA promoted resource RookieMag.com

read the entire article at this link http://rookiemag.com/2013/10/the-sex-crylebration/

see more concerning examples of RookieMag.com explicit sexual content:
http://rookiemag.com/category/sex-love/
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http://rookiemag.com/2013/06/saturday-links-39/ support for abortion rights on GSUSA promoted resource
RookieMag.com
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http://rookiemag.com/2013/01/literally-the-worst-thing-ever-picture-book-of-saints/ GSUSA promoted resource
RookieMag.com ridicules Catholic teachings/beliefs
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http://blog.girlscouts.org/2013/04/makers-women-who-make-america-new_3.html

GSUSA also encourages girls to attend the MAKERS screening / live panel discussion
https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/332590068554424320 GSUSA again encourages girls to watch the MAKERS
screening / live panel discussion online via live link https://twitter.com/girlscouts/status/332590278118625280
MAKERS screening and panel event promoted by GSUSA was co-hosted by Girl Scouts Greater New York and
Girls Inc Event hosts / panel participants: http://new.livestream.com/Thirteen/Makers (click more event
details). Amy Richards was a featured panel participant at the Girl Scout MAKERS event. Richards serves on the
committees of Planned Parenthood and several other pro-abortion organizations.
http://ww.speakingofsexpodcast.org/Keynotes.htm and www.amazon.com/Amy-Richards/e/B001H6UBDM
Richards also founded the Third Wave Foundation which boasts their funding of over 2,000 abortions:
http://www.thirdwavefoundation.org/our-work/past-initiatives/emergency-abortion-fund/ see also Richards’
promotion of her own abortions in the MAKERS project
Video archive of live panel discussion on feminism at an event co-hosted by a local Girl Scout council and
promoted by GSUSA. http://new.livestream.com/Thirteen/Makers/videos/18396990
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(continued)
Photo from Girl Scout MAKERS event showing some of the girl members of GSUSA in attendance (shown with
MAKERS producer)
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=381894955252168&set=a.190013767773622.43585.149107728530893&type=1&theater

GSUSA continues to promote MAKERS in 2015: see MAKERS promotion on offiical GSUSA Twitter dated 2/17/15,
2/23/15, and 5/27/15
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MAKERS video featuring pro-choice nun Theresa Kane who challenged the Pope on women’s ordination

http://www.makers.com/theresa-kane/moments/%E2%80%9Cpro-life%E2%80%9D-%E2%80%9Cpro-choice%E2%80%9D
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MAKERS video featuring attorney Sarah Weddington who fought for abortion rights in Roe v. Wade
http://www.makers.com/sarah-weddington/moments/threats-roe
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MAKERS video featuring Faye Wattleton, Former President Planned Parenthood
http://www.makers.com/faye-wattleton/moments/my-illegal-abortion
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MAKERS video featuring Ruth Westheimer, Sex Therapist
http://www.makers.com/moments/pill
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MAKERS video featuring Amy Richards, discussing abortion two of her three triplets
http://www.makers.com/amy-richards/moments/selective-reduction
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Associated Press reports sharp decline in Girl Scout membership:
http://nypost.com/2014/10/10/girl-scouts-memberships-are-plummeting/
GSUSA recruitment campaign featuring Michelle Obama:
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/09/29/20743418-girl-scouts-launch-unorthodox-drive-to-halt-longrunning-membership-drop?lite

